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IV. Roundtable Discussion Summary

Roundtable Questions

Participants were split into three roundtables and were given a map of the study area and the
questions below to address:

1) What are the major transportation issues in the overall study area?

2) What should be the main strategies for making the Five Corners intersection safer for
vehicles? For pedestrians and bicyclists?

3) To what degree should the Town/region/New York State Department of Transportation
consider expropriation of land to achieve the above improvements?

4) What are your concerns regarding future changes to the intersection?
5) What do you like about the study area? What should we preserve?

Roundtable Presentations

Following the roundtable discussion, each table had one person report back to the group the
conclusions that they had come up with. These ideas are summarized below:

All of the groups seemed to agree that delays during peak commute hours, traffic volume and
accidents were all consistent transportation issues. Creating a more pedestrian friendly
environment was seen as a need by all groups. Some strategies included reducing the amount of
curb cuts, creating more sidewalks and pedestrian crossings. Bike lanes were desired by all
groups however, it was expressed that improving Five Corners for pedestrians was a more
pressing need.

All of the groups expressed the need for substantial changes at the Five Corners intersection. The
five corners intersection is the focal point of the community and has tremendous potential for
commercial growth. One participant stated “Five Corners should have a ‘wow factor’ as it is often
the first impression a visitor gets, especially if they are coming in from the west.” All of the groups
agreed that if any roadwork changes are made, to save money, rather than making ad hoc
improvements, sidewalks, lighting, and utilites such as sewer and electric should be installed at the
same time street changes are made.

Most of the participants felt the double roundabout concept should be considered, however they
acknowledged that funding the project would be difficult given the budgetary constraints. Some
other concerns for this concept included the appropriation of private property (gas stations), loss of
sales tax revenue, removing the gas tanks, snow removal, and maintaining access to existing
businesses. One group felt that changing the existing roadway would affect existing businesses
and negative impacts should be explored.

One of the roundtable groups came up with a few strategies and specific solutions to consider.
The first was modifying the streets around the Five Corners intersection so that only four streets
converge as opposed to five. This plan involved creating a cul-de-sac to end Mariaville Road
behind the Bank of America lot. Participants stated that this would reinforce the existing residential
land uses of Mariaville and would also serve to create a small town center between Mariaville and
Duanesburg Road. This group also expressed concerns about truck traffic along Curry Road. They
suggested that Route 7 be shifted from Curry Road to Broadway so that truck traffic can be routed
down Broadway from 1-890 instead of down Curry Rd. Since the Town cannot make changes to
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the state controlled right-of-ways, the group felt that these roads should be redesignated so that
improvements (i.e. along Curry Road, Altamont Ave) could be implemented by the Town. Other
changes recommended by this group included: installing a traffic light with sensor trigger at
Sunrise Boulevard and Curry Road, investigating a roundabout at Guilderland Road (Four
Corners), and addressing drainage issues in the study area.

V. Conclusion and Next Steps

The forum was successful in attracting an engaged group of residents who were eager to discuss
a range of issues. While participants focused on different issues, the table presentations at the
end of the workshop demonstrated that participants all felt that significant transportation and
land use improvements were needed in the Five Corners Area.

Following this workshop BFJ will develop preliminary ideas in terms of traffic circulation and land
use. These ideas will be discussed with New York State Department of Transportation to see if it
they are feasible and are in agreement with their policies.

In the second public workshop on Thursday, July 28th, the consultants will come back with a draft
conceptual land use and transportation plan. The workshop will enable the public to comment on
these more specific plans and to give feedback on what ideas the town should pursue.

After the second workshop BFJ will develop a draft report with implimentation strategies that will
help the town follow through on the proposed recommendations. Once the final conceptual plan is
completed, it will be presented to the Town Board. This meeting will be open to the public.





