Barbara Butterfield

From: Mari N. DiLeva [mari.dileva@schenectadycounty.com]
Sent; Friday, September 23, 2011 1:52 PM
To: DelGallo, Francis; Barbara Butterfield; jmacfarland @townofglenvitle.org;

Handry@niskayuna.org; Mary Rainey; Jill McLellan-Phelps; Deborah Damm QBrien; cal20
@cornell.edu; Denise M. Kolankowski; Elaine Santore; skamiler@dacc.info; Gilbert Allen;
Kathy Conboy; Kathryn Horan; Louise Remillard; Margo Mahoski; Molly Collins;
niskayunany_seniornews-request@mm.windigicert.com; nmsalamone@villageofscotiany.org;
Pat Finlayson; Renee Benson; Margie; Rhonda Finehout; Davia Falvo; Stephanie L. Scuderi;
Sarah A. Pechar, villageclerk@nycap.rr.com; Van Patten John F_; Cindy McKee;
Director@citymission.com; Harvey N. Finkelstein, nmaura@princetown.net:
Camell@townofglenville.org

Subject: FW: Message from Acting Director Olsen Regarding Disaster Food Stamp Benefits

FYT - September 23, 2011
Please ghare this information.
Thank vyou.

Subject: Message from Acting Director Olsen Regarding Disaster Food Stamp Benefits

Please take note of the following announcement:

GOVERNOR CUOMC ANNOUNCES DISASTER FCOD STAMP BENEFITS FOR
VICTIMS OF RECENT STORMS

Governcr Andrew M. Cucmo has announced that disaster food stamp benefits are available to
houzeholds in 15 countiesg hard-hit by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.

The Disaster Food Stamp Benefits Program for residents in counties affected by Hurricane
Irene is available starting today. Counties covered by the program include Albany,
Delaware, Dutchess, Essex, Greene, Montgomery, Orange, Schenectady, Schoharie, Ulster, and
Wegtchester. These counties will accept Disaster Food Stamp benefit applications for at
least seven days beginning Thursday, Sept 22nd.

The Disaster Fcod Stamp Benefits Program for residents in counties affected by Tropical
Storm Lee is available starting Friday, September 23, in Broome, Delaware, Schenectady and
Tioga counties, and on Monday, September 25, in Chenango and Otsego counties.

The federal government oversgees the Food Stamp Program, which is operated in New York
State by the O0ffice of Temporary and Disability Assistance {OTDA).

Digaster food stamp benefits can ke made available when the number of people applying for
food stamp benefits increases rapidly and significantly as a result of an emergency or
disaster. Under the Disaster Food Stamp Benefits Program, standard eligibility criteria
are relaxed so that those who may not normally gqualify for food stamps can receive help to
purchase food. Verification rules are also eased, reducing administrative burdens as both
local agencieg and applicants may not have access to records normally used for
verification in the aftermath of a disaster.

To gualify for disaster food stamp benefits, applicants:

* Must have lived in one of the designated counties at the time of the
disaster. Applicants may be eligible if they are temporarily living
outside of the disaster area but within the State at the time of the
disaster.

*  Must plan on purchasing food during the month of September.

* Must have experienced at least one of the following:



o Loss of food or food stamp benefits.

¢ Damage to, or the destruction of, the household?s home or
self-employment business.

o Digaster-related expenses not expected to be reimbursed during
the month of September (=.g. home or business repairs,
temporary shelter expenses, etc.).

o Loss or inaccessibility of income including reducticon or
termination of income, or a delay in receipt of income for half
a month.

¢ Tnaccessible liguid resocurces (e.g. banks are closed due to the
disaster).

To find cut where to apply for disaster food stamp benefits, call 1-800-342-3009, or
contact your local department of social services. A list of county social services
districts can be found at:

http://otda.ny.gov/workingfamilies/dss. asp.

Nicholas J. Rogone

Bureau of Community Affairs

and Public Participation,

New York State Cffice for the Rging
2 Emplire State Plaza, Albany, NY
518-474-2428

fax: 518-474-0608

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Thig e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential or sensitive
information which is, or may be, legally privileged or otherwise protected by law from
further disclosure. It is intended only for the addressee. If you receive this in error or
from somecne who was not authorized to send it to you, please do not distribute, copy or
use it or any attachments. Please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete
this from your system. Thank you for your cooperation.



